
General Expectations for  
Small Group Environments

The Host should ensure their home is clean, safe and ready
for group. Have plenty of seating available, and access to
a usable bathroom.  Let members know what area is
available for parking.

Host Home

Determine if you want to have snacks and/or beverages
available. If so when? What would they be and who would
be providing them? This is a great way to give someone a
place to serve. 

Coffee and Snacks

Pets 

Start/Stop Times

If there are any pets at the Host Home, check to see if any
members have pet allergies. Even if there are no allergies,
it would be a good idea to put your pet in a different room
during the group session as not everyone is an animal
lover. 

Childcare

Inviting New Members to Group
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Holidays

Summer Break

Men/Women Breakout Groups

Extracurricular Group Activities

Will your group be child-friendly? Will you allow the kids
to start out in the group and then go into another room
to play? Will the adult members take turns being with
the kids? Will you hire someone for childcare? If so how
much will be paid and who will do it? 

It is important to have agreed upon clear start
and stop times for the group. This helps create
bounderies that will guard against possible
problems due to differing family schedules. 

While our goal is always to get people connected into
groups, the relational enviroment of your group is directly
impacted by the size. If you have to many people it can be
harder for each member to have a time or even feel
comfortable sharing, Be sure you all on the same page
before inviting in someone new, 

Holidays can be a busy time for most families, so be
aware of your group members schedules. You may
decide to take the week of the holiday off,
especially if it lands on group night!  Make sure you
stay in contact and come back together soon. 

During the summer season we give our group
leaders a chance to decide along with their
groups if they would like to take a break  It is good
for leaders and host homes to have a break from
responsibility, but we never want to take a break
from relationship with God and each other. 

There are some issues and discussions that happen in group
that are not appropriate for mixed company. It is a good
idea to occasionally have group times dedicated to same-
sex groups. These would be times when men and women
would meet together separately, each having a leader for
the discussion of a specific topic. 

Relationships take more than just 1.5 hours per week to mature
and deepen. They can take a huge step forward when members
get together during the week outside of group time. One on one
coffee dates or even entire group activities are a great way to get
to know each other and begin to do life together - this is the core
of discipleship. 


