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Believe?

If we want our children to
take a stand for Jesus in

the world they are living in,
we had better arm them

for the battle they are
going to face. 
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The statistics are alarming - between 70% and 85% of the children that are
brought up in the church leave it once they get to college – most never to return.

The best people to disciple these children are their parents – the problem is the
parents are not aware of the arguments that the kids are going to face – and they
haven't equipped them to have intelligent answers. Our kids are being
submerged into a Post Christian world full of skeptics they are not prepared to
answer.  
 
In this booklet I have put together some resources that you can utilize with your
children. My hope is that this will give them some tools and enable them to
defend or explain their belief about God to those around them in their world, and
maybe even make their own faith grow deeper.  

 

 
 
Jim Putman is the Senior Pastor of Real Life Ministries in Post Falls, Idaho. He is
passionate about discipleship centered on following the teachings and
methodologies of Jesus.  

 

Why Believe?
Jim Putman 



Pre-School &
Elementary
Resources



 
 
Pre School Age (0-5)   
  
Books

 Fact or Fantasy: A Study in Christian Apologetics for Children  (David Walters) 

Videos

Creation Proclaims   by Jobe Martin      

 

Elementary Age (Grades 1-5)  

Books  

Case for a Creator for Kids  by Lee Strobel

Cold Case Christianity for Kids  by J. Warner Wallace
 

Videos

Creation Proclaims  by Jobe Martin  

Moody Science Classes:  Dust or Destiny

Resources
Pre-School and Elementary 

https://www.amazon.com/Fact-Fantasy-Christian-Apologetics-Children/dp/0962955906/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1518550111&sr=8-1&keywords=a+study+in+christian+apologetics+for+children
https://www.amazon.com/Martin-Creation-Proclaims-Climbers-Creepers/dp/B00F4NUYNG/ref=sr_1_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1518550165&sr=1-2&keywords=creation+proclaims+-+jobe+martin
https://www.amazon.com/Case-Creator-Kids/dp/0310719925/ref=sr_1_4?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1518550211&sr=1-4&keywords=case+for+a+creator
https://www.amazon.com/Cold-Case-Christianity-Kids-Investigate-Detective/dp/0781414571/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1518550254&sr=1-1&keywords=cold+case+christianity+for+kids
https://www.amazon.com/Breeding-Martin-Creation-Proclaims-Flight/dp/B00F4NYOL4/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1518550686&sr=1-1&keywords=creation+proclaims+-+jobe+martin
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fxt5Nu6_OFE


Middle-School
& High School

Resources



 
Middle School Age (Grades 6-8)  

Books

The Case for a Creator Student Edition  by Lee Strobel 

Videos

Why Jesus  by David Nassar

 

High School Age (Grades 9-12)  

Books

Apologetics for a New Generation by Sean McDowell and David Kinnaman
How to Stay a Christian in College  by J Budziszewski

 
Videos

 8 Reasons I am Not a Christian by Ric Garland 
Expelled: No Intelligence Allowed by Ben Stein (Streaming on Netflix)  
Apologetics - Matt Chandler

 

Resources
Middle-School and High School 

https://www.amazon.com/Case-Creator-Student-Journalist-Investigates/dp/0310745837/ref=sr_1_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1518550788&sr=1-2&keywords=case+for+a+creator+student+edition
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9TXBgnNT4xQ
https://www.amazon.com/Apologetics-New-Generation-Culturally-ConversantLife-com%C2%AE/dp/0736925201/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1518550889&sr=8-1&keywords=Apologetics+for+a+New+Generation
https://www.amazon.com/How-Stay-Christian-College-Budziszewski/dp/1612915493/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1518551544&sr=1-1&keywords=How+to+Stay+a+Christian+in+College
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VpJoXAYPnO4


College Age &
Adult (18+)
Resources



  Books
The Problem of God  by Mark Clark

God's Crime Scene: A Cold-Case Detective Examines the Evidence for a
Divinely Created Universe  by J. Warner Wallace

Cold Case Christianity  by J. Warner Wallace

A Case for Christ  by Lee Strobel

Forensic Faith by J. Warner Wallace

On Guard  by William Lane Craig and Lee Strobel

Tactics  by Gregory Koukl

A Case for a Creator  by Lee Strobel

More Than a Carpenter  by Josh and Sean McDowell

I Don’t Have Enough Faith to be an Atheist  by Norman L.Geisler and Frank
Turek

Kent Hovind and the Creation Evolution Debate Seminar : The One Book  
     You Need to Make Sense of It All by Kent Hovind

The New Answers Book: Over 25 Questions on Creation/Evolution and The
Bible  by Ken Ham 

*Many of these authors have written other books on apologetics that you can
find by searching the author’s name on the Internet.

Resources
College Age and Adult (18+) 

https://www.amazon.com/Problem-God-Answering-Challenges-Christianity/dp/0310535220/ref=sr_1_3?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1518552907&sr=1-3&keywords=the+problem+of+god
https://www.amazon.com/Gods-Crime-Scene-Cold-Case-Detective/dp/1434707849/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1518552942&sr=1-1&keywords=gods+crime+scene
https://www.amazon.com/Cold-Case-Christianity-Homicide-Detective-Investigates/dp/1434704696/ref=pd_bxgy_14_2?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=1434704696&pd_rd_r=952FXNZE461BQ58E31P7&pd_rd_w=qiZjV&pd_rd_wg=ARCtL&psc=1&refRID=952FXNZE461BQ58E31P7
https://www.amazon.com/Case-Christ-Journalists-Personal-Investigation/dp/0310345863/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1518553014&sr=1-1&keywords=a+case+for+christ
https://www.amazon.com/Forensic-Faith-Detective-Reasonable-Evidential/dp/1434709884/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1518553046&sr=1-1&keywords=forensic+faith
https://www.amazon.com/Guard-Defending-Faith-Reason-Precision/dp/1434764885/ref=sr_1_3?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1518553080&sr=1-3&keywords=on+guard
https://www.amazon.com/Tactics-Game-Discussing-Christian-Convictions/dp/0310282926/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1518553128&sr=1-1&keywords=tactics
https://www.amazon.com/Case-Creator-Lee-Strobel/dp/0310242096/ref=sr_1_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1518553164&sr=1-2&keywords=a+case+for+the+creator
https://www.amazon.com/More-Than-Carpenter-Josh-McDowell/dp/1414326270/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1518554513&sr=1-1&keywords=more+than+a+carpenter
https://www.amazon.com/Dont-Have-Enough-Faith-Atheist/dp/1581345615/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1518554546&sr=1-1&keywords=i+don%27t+have+enough+faith+to+be+an+atheist
https://www.amazon.com/Hovind-Creation-Evolution-Debate-Seminar-ebook/dp/B00KFX29OM/ref=sr_1_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1518554577&sr=1-2&keywords=kent+hovind+books
https://www.amazon.com/New-Answers-Book-Questions-Evolution/dp/0890515093/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1518554616&sr=1-1&keywords=the+new+answers+book


  

Videos

Is Genesis History by Del Tackett  (streaming on Netflix)

Be Equipped for the Battle  by Michael Youssef

The Privileged Planet  by Jay W. Richards and Guillermo Gonzalez

   

 

 

 

 

 

To view Jim Putman's video podcast 'Why Believe' go to:

http://bit.ly/YBelieve  

 To view Jim Putman's sermon series 'Why God' go to: 

http://bit.ly/WhyGod1  

https://www.amazon.com/Genesis-History-Del-Tackett-DM/dp/B06Y15ZTJ9
http://www.ltw.org/watch/teaching/series/be-equipped-for-the-battle/part-1
https://privilegedplanet.com/
http://bit.ly/YBelieve
http://bit.ly/WhyGod1


 
To view Jim Putman's video podcast 'Why Believe' go to:
http://bit.ly/YBelieve 

To view Jim Putman's sermon series 'Why God' go to:  

http://bit.ly/WhyGod1  

Understanding the world we live in, and its agenda, is essential.  

 A vast majority of people have always believed there is a God, in part because the
world and humans exist.  

 We  exist because either someone or something created us. We have evidence of
existence. “Where do we come from” is one of the most basic questions you can
ask. Charles Darwin gave the world an alternative explanation: Evolution.  

 Macro- versus Micro-evolution:  

 Micro-evolution is small changes over time.  
 Macro-evolution: common descent from a single cell organism as a result of
random undirected processes. The main agents are natural selection and
mutation (decent with modification).   

 Evolution was not designed to explain how God created the universe but to
explain away a need for God all together .  

 Here’s a quote from Darwin’s Theory of Evolution website on the Origin of
Species:  " Darwin's Theory of Evolution is the widely held notion that all life is
related and has descended from a common ancestor: Darwin's general theory

Things to Consider
 

http://bit.ly/YBelieve
http://bit.ly/WhyGod1


presumes the development of life from non-life and stresses a purely naturalistic
(undirected) "descent with modification". That is, complex creatures evolve from
more simplistic ancestors naturally over time. In a nutshell, as random
genetic mutations occur within an organism's genetic code, the beneficial
mutations are preserved because they aid survival -- a process known as "natural
selection." These beneficial mutations are passed on to the next generation. Over
time, beneficial mutations accumulate and the result is an entirely different
organism (not just a variation of the original, but an entirely different creature)." -
www.darwins-theory-of-evolutio... by AllAboutScience.org (emphasis added)

 Gerd Ludemann, Director of the  Institute of Early Christian Studies at University
of Gottingen, and professor at Vanderbilt University, wrote:  

 "If the idea of resurrection both in Hellenistic Judaism, and in early Christianity is
dependent on a particular concept of God and a particular picture of the cosmos,
it is credible as long as that concept of God and that picture of the world are
credible. If that concept of God and that worldview lose their credibility, ideas and
beliefs that are dependent upon them lose their credibility as well. And that, in
fact, is what happened with the coming of modern scientific knowledge about the
physical and natural world. … And thanks to Darwin and his successors, we have
come to see ourselves as the offspring of a long, evolutionary process who
occupy a particular and highly significant place in that process, namely the point
at which the evolutionary process has become conscious of itself…. In short, the
ancient worldview on which the idea of resurrection is dependent, has been
replaced by a modern worldview based on the finding of modern science. And
with that profound change in worldview, the literal statements about the
resurrection of the dead and the resurrection of Jesus have lost their literal
meaning." [emphasis added] 
-Jesus’ Resurrection: Fact or Figment, InverVaristy Press, 2000, p.141-142

 Evolution has been used as a tool to explain away God and to discredit the Bible
as Truth.
Here are four reasons I believe in God (following God’s Crime Scene)

 1.Cosmological argument: The Universe had a beginning: either The Big Bang,
or God spoke. 
  Paolo Saraceno, astrophysics researcher, wrote “The discovery of the background
radiation, together with the observed abundance of helium, was a mortal blow to
the theory of a stationary universe; only an initial fireball could have produced it–
this meant that the universe had an origin.” -Beyond the Stars, 2012, p.26 

http://www.darwins-theory-of-evolution.com/


 Robert Jastrow, astrophysicist, wrote “At this moment it seems as though science
will never be able to raise the curtain on the mystery of creation. For the scientist
who has lived by his faith in the power of reason, the story ends like a bad dream.
He has scaled the mountains of ignorance; he is about to conquer the highest
peak; as he pulls himself over the final rock, he is greeted by a band of
theologians who have been sitting there for centuries.” -The Enchanted Loom:
Mind in the Universe, Simon & Schuster, 1981, p. 19  

 Francis Collins, head of the Human Genome Project, wrote “The big bang cries
out for a divine explanation. It forces the conclusion that nature had a defined
beginning. I do not see how nature could have created itself. Only a supernatural
force that is outside of space and time could have done it.” -The Language of
God, 2006, p.67  

 He also wrote “All together, there are fifteen physical constants whose values
current theory is unable to predict. They are givens: they simply have the value
that they have. This list includes the speed of light, the strength of the weak and
strong nuclear forces, various parameters associated with electro magnetism, the
force of gravity. The chance that all of these constants would take the values
necessary to result in a stable universe capable of sustaining complex life forms is
infinitesimal. And yet those are exactly the parameters that we observe. In some,
our universe is wildly improbable. -The Language of God, 2006, p.74  

Stephen Hawking wrote “The odds against a universe like ours emerging out of
something like the big bang are enormous... I think there are clearly religious
implications” -Universe, p.109 
Freeman Dyson, physicist, wrote “The more I examine the universe and the
details of its architecture, the more evidence I find that the universe in some
sense must have known we were coming.” -Disturbing the Universe, 1979 p.250 
Arno Penzias, Nobel Prize winning scientist, told the New York Times “The best
data we have are exactly what I would have predicted, had I nothing to go on but
the five books of Moses, the Psalms, the bible as a whole.” -March 12, 1978 
Paul Davies, Physicist at Arizona State University, was quoted by J. Warner Wallace
in God’s Crime Scene as having said, “The odds against the level of fine tuning
related to dark matter alone has been likened to 10120 to 1—Davies likened these
odds as unlikely as flipping a coin and getting heads no fewer than four hundred
times in a row. Odds this great stretch the imagination and make explanations
unreasonable.” 

 



Probability on top of probability: the casino of life. The odds of each of the 15

aspects of the universe being what they are times the next and so on... then you
must add the odds of each of the biological constraints...

 2.Biological design : (You Tube - Amazing Flagellum:Michael Behe and the
Revolution of Intelligent Design) 
 
Sir Fred Hoyle, Originator of the Steady State Theory of Evolution 
According to Fred Hoyle's analysis, the probability of cellular life's arising from
non-living matter (abiogenesis) was about one-in-1040,000. (Evolution from
space) He commented “The chance that higher life forms might have emerged in
this way is comparable to the chance that a tornado sweeping through a junkyard
might assemble a Boeing 747 from the materials therein.” -“Hoyle on Evolution”,
Nature, Nov. 12, 1981, p.105

He also wrote, “The likelihood of the formation of life from inanimate matter is
one to a number with 40,000 noughts after it… it is big enough to bury, Darwin
and the whole theory of evolution. There was no primeval soup, neither on this
planet nor any other, and if the beginnings of life were not random, they must
therefore have been the product of purposeful intelligence.” -Evolution from
space p.148

He also wrote, “A common sense interpretation of the facts suggests that a super
intellect has monkeyed with the physics, as well as with chemistry and biology,
and that there are no blind forces worth speaking about in nature. The numbers
one calculates from the facts seem to me so overwhelming as to put this
conclusion almost beyond question.” - “Let there be Light”, Engineering and
Science, November 1981 p.8-12

Sir Francis Crick, Co-discoverer of DNA, wrote “An honest man, armed with all the
knowledge—available to us now, could only state that in some sense, the origin
of life—appears at the moment to be almost a miracle, so many are the
conditions which would have had to have—been satisfied to get it going.” -Life
itself: Its Origin and Nature, 1981, p.88

Dr. James Tour, synthetic organic chemist at Rice University, wrote, “Those who
think scientists understand the issues of prebiotic chemistry are wholly
misinformed. Nobody understands them. Maybe one day we will. But that day is
far from today. It would be far more helpful (and hopeful) to expose students to



the massive gaps in our understanding. They may find a firmer — and possibly
a radically different — scientific theory.” - “Animadversions of a synthetic
chemist”,

Inference: International Review of Science, 2018 
Note that “prebiotic chemistry” refers to the chemistry that occurred on earth
before life existed.

“The ‘take home’ message is straightforward: We have no idea how some of the
most basic molecules necessary for life could have been produced by unguided
processes.” -Jay Wile, “Dr. James Tour Tells Us How Little We Know About the
Origin of Life,” Proslogion, Aug. 16 2016 

 

3. Human Consciousness 

Awareness of self and the ability to choose rather than the laws of nature or
instinct deciding.

Free will—if all we are is a combination of chemicals, we would not have free
will, but would have to do what our biology (machine-like functions) demands.

 Anthony Flew wrote in There is A God - How the world’s most notorious atheist
changed his mind, "Let us perform a thought experiment, “Think for a minute of
a marble table in front of you. Do you think that, given a trillion years or infinite
time, this table could suddenly or gradually become conscious, aware of its
surroundings, aware of its identity the way you are? It is simply inconceivable that
would happen. And the same goes for any kind of matter. Once you understand
the nature of matter, of mass energy, you realize that by its very nature, it could
never become aware- never think, never say “I”. But the atheist position is that at
some point in the history of the universe the impossible and the inconceivable
took place. ….Over the last three hundred years, empirical science has uncovered
immeasurably more data about the physical world than could have been
imagined by our ancestors. This includes a comprehensive understanding of
genetic and neural networks that underlie life, conciseness, thought, and the self.
But beyond saying that these four phenomena operate with physical
infrastructure that is better understood than ever before, science cannot say
anything about the nature or origin of the phenomena themselves."
[emphasis added] (p.163)



  

Natural Law 

Humanity has an embedded moral sense of right and wrong that is universal
—not in a detailed sense, but generally in overall categories.

Natural law says that we have embedded in our hearts/minds a standard of
right and wrong.

Evolutionists try to argue that it has come from evolution itself, but the moral
standards we see in humans are altruistic—people do the right thing even if it
leads to their own death (rather than only if it helps them survive).

So where does this come from? The God who created us embedded it within
us.

They can choose to follow it, but don’t.

 
J Warner Wallace wrote in God’s Crime Scene, “Humans throughout history have
recognized the universal transcendent objective nature of a variety of moral
codes even though some behaviors can be defended under certain
circumstances.”

Francis Collins, Head of the Human Genome Project and scientist wrote, “What
we have here is very peculiar: the concept of right and wrong appears to be
universal among all members of the human species (though its application may
result in wildly different outcomes). It thus seems to be a phenomenon
approaching that of a law, like the law of gravitation or of special relativity. Yet in
this instance, it’s a law that if we are honest with ourselves, is broken with
astounding regularity.” -The Language of God, p. 19-28

CS Lewis wrote, “If a man will go into a library and spend a few days with the
Encyclopedia of Religion and Ethics, he will soon discover the massive unanimity
of the practical reason in man. From the Babylonian Hymn to Samos, from the
laws of Manu, the Book of the Dead, the Analects, the Stoics, The Platonists, from
Australian aborigines and Redskins, He will collect the same triumphantly
monotonous denunciations of oppression. Murder, treachery and falsehood; the
same injunctions of kindness to the aged, the young, and the weak, of alms



giving and impartiality, and honesty.” -“The Poison of Subjectivism,” Christian
Reflections, Eerdmans, 1967, p. 73

Final point: Why are we giving ground to things that cannot be established as fact
if there is still honest debate about it?

What am I asking you to consider doing?

1. Get ready with an answer. Take responsibility for knowing what the enemy is
doing.

2. Lead. you were given the role to share your faith with unbelievers who will
listen and teach those who you are responsible for.

Below are some questions you can use to go deeper in discussion on this topic.
Use them to help you gain insight to your own thinking, then go through them 
with your children, grandchildren, or other young people you interact with. Use
them as a way to help them self-discover where they are in their beliefs, and to
help reveal the areas they may need more help with.  
 
Discussion Questions: 

Passages to discuss: Psalm 19, Romans 1:20 
1. What has been your understanding about how the world began?

2. What about those around you, outside of your church family—how do they
think the world began?

3. Have you ever, or do you, wonder about Christianity’s claim that God created
everything? A) What causes you to wonder? B) What has helped you in believing
that God is Creator?

4. What in creation, nature, or interaction with people fills you most with a sense
of God’s glory, presence, or ability to create?

5. How does believing that God created everything change how you view life
situations, feel about people, or make decisions? (Or does it?) A) What might
change if you thought regularly about God as Creator?

6. What steps do you need to take to be more prepared to talk about God as
Creator with your family, friends, neighbors, fellow students, or coworkers?



Want More?
More resources, articles and video from Jim

Putman on this and other topics available at
his website - click below..

JimPutman.com
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